
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting Minutes 

May 14, 2013 
7 p.m., ILC Library 

 
 
John Urbanski called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.   
 

Devotions – Karen Travis 
 
Faith Story – Brenda Tonjes 
 
Refreshments – Brian Heinzen 
  

 

Motions: 
 

Motion Made Made By Second Outcome of Vote 

Motion to approve April minutes.  Susan G.  Bob W. Motion carried. 

Motion to approve Immanuel’s new logo, as 
presented 

Karen T. Brenda T. Motion carried. 

 
 

Action Items Assigned: 
 

Action items Assigned to Target Date Status 

    

 
Immanuel Logo Presentation – Communications Team 

 Martin and the Communications Team provided background on Immanuel’s branding 
process. Todd Monge presented the new logo for approval and it was positively received.  

 Deb shared next steps, including tying the new brand to Immanuel’s vision. Martin will send 
an announcement in the next e-newsletter and “Luther’s Way,” and the logo will be 
displayed in the Welcome Center. Gradually the new logo will be integrated into everything.  

 There will be a style guide created to ensure consistent use of the logo, fonts and 
colors/format to make sure we represent ourselves consistency.  

 Karen motioned to approve the logo as represented. Brenda seconded. Motion carried. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 

Secretary’s Report – Karen Travis 

 Susan G. motioned to approve April minutes. Bob W. seconded. Motion carried.   
 

Vice President’s Report – Susan Geitzenauer 

 No report.  
 
Financial Secretary’s Report – Bob Warner  

 April financials were below last year and attendance is also down.  

  There were several large Five for Fifty donations in April.  
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Treasurer’s Report – Brian Nichols   

 Expenses in April were slightly lower than plan and program expenses were slightly higher 
than plan. Church expenses are over plan, due in part to a one-time insurance pre-payment 
made in January.   

 April Five for Fifty contributions were nearly double the average amount, which opens the 
possibility of making an additional principal payment. 

 
President’s Update – John Urbanski 

 Bob and Bill are working on recommendations to resolve accounting issues for online 
transactions.  

 The Executive Committee recently made a recommendation to move up contributions to 
Redeemer to help with the current construction project. Since that time, Redeemer has 
received a sizable donation. As a result, the Executive Committee is holding off on an 
additional contribution at this time and will revisit this next month or as needed.  

 
 
Council Reports: 

 
Evangelism Committee – Mike Berdahl  

 Nine new families joined in April (for a total of 21 since the beginning of the year). 

 Continue to get positive feedback on ALPHA, and planning another session from January-
April 2014. Looking at possibly changing the night to accommodate people. As new family 
units are added, ALPHA provides a great opportunity for people to get to know one another. 

 Via De Cristo will be held to develop leaders in the church. October 17-20 for men, and 
October 24-27 for women.   

 
Adult Faith Formation – Lorraine Maenke  

 Men’s ministry raised $2,000 at the cribbage tournament for Simpson House. 

 Adult bible study ends this Sunday.  

 Animate ends this week. Discussed making it available to faith groups and families. 

 Women’s ministry has been working on blankets to give to seniors when they graduate.  

 Women in Finance held April 15 was well attended.   

 For the Young Married group, Pastor Susan has contacted the faith groups and asked if 
each would plan an activity or event to get the younger families together. 

 Empty Nesters will likely have a fall event. Seeking volunteers.  
 
Worship, Music and Arts – Janis Cameron 

 Choirs are winding down for the season. 

 Discussed projectors for the Sanctuary and how it supports community outreach by showing 
the ways in which Immanuel is involved (e.g., volunteering at Redeemer).   

 Gary is talking about an all church musical for next year. The plan is to do it the second 
week in Lent on a Wednesday night, and perhaps have the performance at Redeemer. 

 Reformation choir is winding down and will be singing one Sunday a month. 

 There are only 157 bibles, so will be working with MaryKay and the pastors to see if it might 
be time to purchase a different bible.  

 People are still having some difficulty using the online resource for ordering flowers.  
 
Properties – Brian Heinzen  

 Church clean up was last weekend and it went really well.  

 The artwork was hung, thanks to Mike Berdahl.  

 Had a planning meeting last week to discuss outstanding maintenance issues.   
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Senior High and Middle School Youth – Brenda Tonjes and Kirsten Stenoien; Shannon Fleck 
and Mary Hovet 

 Camp Onomia is June 9-14. Attendance continues to decline.  

 This week is the last week of confirmation, and the 6th graders (next year’s 7th graders) will 
be attending tomorrow night to get a feel for what confirmation will be like next year.  

 The garage sale raised more than $4,000, with proceeds going to Amextra and Immanuel’s 
youth. There were 238 student hours for the event. 

 Vacation Bible School, July 15-16 is still looking for volunteers (age 15 and older). 

 Mission trip, grades 8-12, June 14-22, is full with 58 participants (42 of which are students). 

 Backpacking July 20-28, and will include service projects out in the mountains. 

 Easter breakfast went well, serving 245.  
 

Stewardship – Paul Stordahl 

 Have completed a refresh for Five for Fifty, and it has added about $31,000 in one-time gifts 
and monthly contributions.  Will be sending additional reminders for those who haven’t yet 
participated.  

 
Children’s Education – Lisa Anderson and Eldri Johnson  

 Sunday School ended May 5, and will be serving cake this Sunday to acknowledge 
volunteers.  

 Vacation Bible School is going strong. There are 45 kids registered so far (a good start since 
it’s two months away). 

 Camp Onomia for younger children will be held in June.   
  

Social Concerns – Sharon Peterson  

 Simpson Shelter won the Ikea contest. 

 Paid first quarter benevolences. Instead of waiting till the end of the year, we divvied up the 
surplus and gave away $1,900, some of which went to PROP and the Garden Program (to 
help pay for replacing trees).   

 Cornerstone included 22 from Immanuel on April 25, and Brian and Pastor Susan got to 
accept an award on behalf of Immanuel.  
  

Fellowship Committee – Terri Tomlinson, Kim Brattensborg, and Lynette Gust 

 Lynette helped with a kitchen cleanup on Sunday and suggested that guidelines for those 
who use the facilities. For example, when you use the convection oven the fan must be on.  
A recommendation was made that, when the kitchen is in use, someone needs to be 
involved from Immanuel who knows what to do. Another suggestion was made that 
volunteers (e.g., faith groups?) spend one hour each month cleaning the kitchen.  
 

 
Staff Reports:  
 

Martin Rathjen  

 Terry is putting the June/July issue of “Luther’s Way” together. Last minute entries will be 
accepted tomorrow. 

 Much is happening with implementing the new logo design into all aspects of our 
communication. 

 Martin will be attending a continuing education event at the end of the month connecting 
communications and faith formation.    

 
Bill Hawkins 

 Bill provided an update on the Disciples Garden.  

 Reminded the Council to check their mailboxes on a regular basis.  
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Pastor Susan 

 This Sunday afternoon is the jewelry event.  

 Finishing up some things before Sabbatical, which begins June 3. She will be returning July 
15. Pastor David Holm will be preaching June 30, in her absence.  

 Synod Assembly will be held May 30 (evening), May 31, and June 1. 

 Church-wide assembly in Pittsburg will be held August 12-17.  

 Pastor Paul and Pastor Susan will not be able to attend the August Council meeting.  
 

Pastor Paul  

 Reminder that summer worship begins Memorial Day weekend. Sunday 9 and 10:30 a.m. 
services, and beginning the week after Memorial weekend services will be held 7 p.m. 
Sunday evenings.   

 Eden Prairie’s baccalaureate will be held June 2.  

 The Scouts gave Immanuel their Spirit Award. 

 Pastor Kelly from Redeemer and Pastor Paul will switch pulpits in June. 

 Pastor Paul’s work on his doctorate dissertation begins this summer.   
 
 
Other Business  

 Next Council meeting is June 11.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

 
 
 
Prayerfully submitted, 
 
Karen Travis 
Council Secretary 

 
 
Attendance 
P-Present, NP-Not Present 
 

Name P/NP Name P/NP 

Lisa Anderson NP Pastor Paul Nelson P 

Mike Berdahl P Brian Nichols  P 

Kim Brattensborg NP Sharon Peterson P 

Janis Cameron  P Martin Rathjen P 

Shannon Fleck P Kirsten Stenoien NP 

Susan Geitzenauer P Paul Stordahl P 

Lynette Gust P Terry Tomlinson NP 

Bill Hawkins P Brenda Tonjes P 

Brian Heinzen P Karen Travis P 

Mary Hovet P John Urbanski P 

Eldri Johnson P Bob Warner P 

Lorraine Maenke P Pastor Susan Weaver P 
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Income Report 
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Financial Summary 
 
 


